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17 Gujarat Lighthouses Get Modern Facilities to Attract Tourists August 14, 2026

Gandhinagar: Ths
Gujarat government on
Thirsday announced that 17
lighthouses across the sate
have been equipped with
modern bourism facilitios,
Traditionally serving as
ravigational quides far ships,
H\E-In;ilﬂlmﬁes-aremweinﬁ
developed as a unigue
copfiuenca of history,
technology, culture and
Doursm to allracl visslors,
according to a press release,

The ighthoses at Mand,
Rawalpir, Semivani, Dkha,
Kachchhioadh, nrhandar
Mangrol, Tafrabad, Jeqgri
Aang, Ghogha, l'hzlri:, Wl
Ehadi, Gopnath, Veraval,
Dwarka and Umargaon have
been developed with modern
tourism facilites, These
include cafetenas, Bndscaped
gardens, nazebos,
recreational Tacilities: Tor

children, amphitheatres, light

and sound showes, lifts and
other public amenies,

With g cosstline stietding
234062 kilometres, the
nitiakive ise toplayan
mmportant roke m conrecting
mmh maritime heritage

rourism, The varicus
faciities I:H-.‘-'I.‘.‘F:I?Eﬁ at the
lighthouses will provide
vistors with an educational
expenence  along  with
enterl@inment, Lhe press
release sald.

Mozznly, under Section 23
of the Marine Aids Lo
Mavigation Act, 2021, the
Central Government is
Eﬂnnhrh;hgfuimmrml

educational and aultural
purpaises,  while  also
erying India’s marntme
ritage. Under this intiative,
75 tighthouses acioss the
country have bBesn equipped
wiith kot ism faalties,
To make lighthouse
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China’s Tibet mining
waste: A clear and
present danger fur India

A Chinese government
report published in June
reveals the scale of mening
wiaste Tibetwill generate over
the next five yvears, incheding
m the headwalers of rweis
that flow irto India. The
disclosure s particularly
sgnificant as India presses
Beijing to resume sharing
Brahmaputra hw,lrnkimcﬁl
cala,

O August 7, ak border
talks in Mew Delni, India
pressed Clina o resume
sharing Brahmagartra water-
tiowww data and 1o convene an
early meeting of the Expert
Levd Mechansm on lrans-
border rivers, drescing the
impartance of shanng detalds
of upstream rver projecis.
China has rot transmitted
hdralagica data on the mer
since  June 2023, the
oovermnment told Pariarment
[ag:y'ear_r _

Major locus s ] plced
on the 5167-bilion Medog
mega-dam, whaose
constiuchon Began in July
2025 aboul 50 kilornetres fiom
the Aminachal Pradesh border.
Bt i weeks betore the latest
bosder talks, Bagjing published
adetiled aocount of is min
strategy and the waste it
enpects the seckor togenerite
in the Tibet Autonomous
Reryior (TAR].

This report Tocuses on
Nl wasks within the Tibet
Autonomaous Region (TAR],
which covers anly part of
traditional Tibel's Lhree
regions, nduding U-Tsanag,
kham and Amdn The firdings
therdione do not represent al|
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of Tibet, hrul.' show what
Chinese official documents

reveal about mining waste
and enwirpnimental risss wahin
the TR and thar i

beyond its bordars.

Tibets Mining Waste, in
Beajing's Own Figures

On 30 June, the Tiket
Autonomous Region's
Department of Notural
Resources published the
enviranmental impact report
for its Mineral Resources
Master Plan (2026-2030]),
assessing the emvronmantal
consequences of another fve
m& of mineral extradion,

plan implements the
mirera] strategy emibedded in
the TAH'S 15th Free-Year Plin,
adopted in February.

Forty-six Lcensed metal
rrnness, ecluding 16 coppes, 24
lead-zing and fve deomite
mines, will generare 33870
millicen tannes of solid waste
and 82.57 milkion cubic mctes
of industrial wastowater
annually by 2000, Almost all
of it comes from oppe
mineg, which acoounts for
98.9 per cent of the sofd
wiarite and BO per cent of the
warstewalen with its Lalmgs
haodding an estimated 33,500
rannes of arsenic annually,
Arsenic B @ Gm‘lﬂf 1
mrcincgen, and. the WHO's
provisional drinking-water
guadchne = 10 mecrograms
per litre.

The fiqures are rising.
Wastewater, chemecal copnen
demand ard solid waste are
all projected to increase by 16
o 18 per cent over the 2025
basehiie, diveni by & coppei
oubpuE Rrges [I?I.‘E"l:l fram
500, 100 b S50, 00 tmnines.

A al:parab‘: govermment
deciosurn showes how mening
wiaste s handled m Shannan,
a prefecture that holds the
Zhandkang lead- zincmine and
the Lwobusa chromite
aperations, both in the Yarking
Tsargps basin, The Shannan
municipal  environment
buraa's 2024 repost reoords
1.90 millien tonnes ol
irdlustrial solid waste, 99.9 pey
cenkof it mine tailings,

The bureau records
disposal as zero. Just under
ha¥ — 48.06 per cent — of
mineg waste was backfilled
nto mined-out voids, and the
remainder went into waste
dumips and tailings ponds, A
hiaxikang akons, 537690
Lonnes flotation kEilings
wers produced in 2004, and
S per conbof thal wesbe wen
inkey storage. The disdosure
pairs the aorumulated total in
Shannan’s talings faclines
and waste dumps at 1741
millisn  tonnes. The
environmental impact report
prajects re curmulaiive figure
of its own. At the
assest et projected rates,
the 20262030 plan penod
wioudd add well over a billion
tonnes of solid waste and
upwarrdsof 250,000 tonnes of
aiserec inko storage, Much of
the mining footprnt lies nthe
Yarlung Taangpa bazan, which

omes the Siang at the
Arunachal Pradesh.

heritags.

Alarg with greng a boost
ey tewm e, e wrllialive 15 abso
aimed at famikarizsing the
younger generation with
India’s maritime history,
marikime navigation ang
lighith-ouise rechnology.

Meanwhile, India’s first
Matioral Mantirme Henlage
Complex (MMHC) b under
construckion at Lothal in
Ahmedabad district, The
comples will showcase the
country's nch maritime

ritanes.

tourism in Gujarat more
attractive, '}mhtlmuz;e
muselms have alio beef
established at Dwarka and
Gopnath, These museums
showase the evolution of
lighthouse tedwologyand the
stary of India’s maritime
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